RIGHT TO INFORMATION (RTI)
· Purpose :

RTI stands for ‘Right to Information’. 
In 2005, For Transparency the Central Government introduced the Right to Information or RTI as a Fundamental Right of Every Citizen. 
It is a right given to every Citizens to file an application with the appropriate authority seeking any information they require, that is not confidential & creates a Transparency. 
RTI is a fundamental right under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution of India. 

RTI is a important & powerful tool in the hand of every Citizens to raise questions or look into any important documents. 

· Area of Application of Law :
An application is filed to the concerned Public Information Officer authority.

The Right to Information Act, 2005  has following contents to file an RTI application -

· Ask questions to any government authority.
· Take copies of or inspect government documents.
· Inspect or take samples of government work.
The Right to Information or RTI Act also covers NGO’s that are fully or partially funded by the Government.

· Legal Procedure :

The following procedure has to be followed to filled a RTI Application - 

· An application is filed with the concerned authority.
· The application is sent to the Public Information Officer along with the requisite fees, which is currently Rs. 10, paid either through cheque / demand draft /  cash / postal order / stamp.

· The relevant questions should be raised in the Application.
· The name and address of the Applicant must be clearly mentioned.
· It is not necessary to mention reasons for filing the RTI application
· The public authority is required to reply to the application within 30 days from the date it receives the application.

· If the information sought relates to the life and liberty of a person, then the authority has to send an answer within 48 hours of receiving it.
· The sought information through RTI contains fees as 2/- Rupees per page.

· If public authority does not provide the sought information within 30 days, than it can be raised as free of cost.

Nowadys, The government has introduced the option to file a RTI online also with the same process.

· Documents Required to be Submitted :
Application sent to Public Information Officer with enclosed requisite fees which is currently Rs. 10 paid either through cheque / demand draft /  cash / postal order / stamp.
· Punishment/ Expected Relief :
The RTI application to seek information about the functioning of a government agency can be filed by anyone. The agency has 30 days or 48 hours to reply to the application either answering the questions, or declining the application. 
If public authority does not provide the sought information within 30 days, than it can be raised as free of cost, or penalty  should be imposed two hundred & fifty rupees each day till application is received or information is furnished, the total amount of such penalty shall not exceed twenty five thousand rupees.

· Landmark Judgement :

The landmark judgment : 
Essar Oil Ltd v. Halar Utkarsha Samiti.
SAMPLE RTI APPLICATION FORM

To, 

The Public information Officer

 ________________________ 

_________________________

_________________________

Subject : Request for Information under Right to Information Act 2005.

Applicant : ¼Name & full address of Applicant with Mobile no.½.

Respected,

I hereby inform that following formalities have been completed by me: 

1.  Mentioned Details of information required.
2.  I am reliable to pay the requisite fees related to information.

3.That I have deposited the requisite fee of Rs. 10/- by way of Cash /  Cheque /  Draft / Postal  Order/ stamp/ others ___________________ favoring __________________________________ dated ________________. 

Enclosed : cheque / demand draft /  cash / postal order / stamp.

Signature / Thumb Impression of the applicant
Full name and Postal Address of the Applicant
Contact Phone No. and e-mail (If any)

